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NOTICE! 


George Burnham, the newswriter for the 
Chattanooga Free-Press who covered the en- 
tire British and European tour of Billy 
| Graham will bring his first-hand story of 
| ’ what he saw God do in these meetings at the 
meeting in Weaverville, August 17th. 


| 
Do not miss this outstanding newsman's 
report! 

| 
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TORIALS 


An Appeal for Prayer 


Many times in the past this Journal has 
urged upon the membership of our church 
the necessity for prayer. We feel constrained 
to say that, in our judgment, never has 
prayer been needed more than now. 


God has opened up to us great avenues 
of service. But, as God gives opportunities, 
Satan always tries to oppose them. 


Pray for a mighty outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on each individual church member, 
that we may surrender completely to Him 
and be used of Him for His zlory. 


Pray for each minister of the Gospel, that 
all may, in the fullness and power of the 
Holy Spirit, minister in their respective fields 
to the winning of souls to Christ and the 
building of the Christians in their faith and 
service. 


Pray for the agencies, boards and institu- 
tions of the church, that those who deter- 
mine their policies may at all times be led 
by the Holy Spirit. 


Pray for the seminaries of the church, 
that each one who teaches and each student 
may be completely surrendered to the living 
Christ and filled and directed by the Holy 
Spirit, so that all who go forth to preach 
may do so in the weakness of the flesh and 
the power of the Spirit. 
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Pray for each of our missionaries, that 
they too may be kept in body and mind 
and empowered by the Spirit of the Living 
God as they labor for us across the seas. 


PRAY FOR REVIVAL IN OUR 
CHURCH. | 


The Gospel in Romans 


The whole of this great epistle is concerned 
with the Gospel. If, however, the reader will 
pardon us for being incomplete, we will call 
attention to some of the conspicuous elements 
of the Gospel as here presented. 


The Gospel of God 


First, the Gospel is “the Gospel of God,” 
1;15:16. This means that God promised the 
Gospel through His prophets in the Holy Scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament, 1.2;3.21;4; 15.8. It 
means that while the Gospel sets forth the right- 
eousness or justice of God it is not only a set 
of ideas, it is an operation of power—the power 
of God unto salvation, 1.16. In His own Gospel 
it is God that justifies, 8.33; and He justifies 
those who subject themselves to the righteous- 
ness of God, 10.3. The Gospel is the outwork- 
ing of a free grace of God in Christ, 
3.24;4.4;11.6. 


“Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfill Thy law’s demands... 
Thou must save and Thou alone.” 


By means of the Gospel God gives His people 
the blessed assurance that “God is for us” and 
that nothing can separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, 8.31-39. 
By means of the Gospel God translates us from 
the Kingdom of Darkness and puts us in the 
Reign of Grace, the Kingdom of the Son of 
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His love. He takes those who have been servants 
of sin and makes them to be servants of God 
and their members instruments of righteousness 


6.13. 


The Gospel of Christ 


Secondly, as God is the author of the Gospel 
so is Christ the theme of the Gospel. As a 
subjective genitive, the Gospel is the Gospel 
of God. As an objective genitive, the Gospel 
is the Gospel of Christ, 19.9, or the Gospel of 
HIS Son 1.9, or the Gospel concerning HIS 
Son, 1.3. The Gospel is described absolutely 
in 1.16; the phrase in the King James’ Version, 
of Christ, rests on insufficient textual evidence. 
In view of the other passages quoted and the 
context, however, those who have preached the 
Gospel of Christ from Romans 1.16 have carried 
out the sense of the epistle to the Romans. And 
what good textual criticism removes here it 
compensates for in 10.17 where the better read- 
ing is, “Faith cometh by hearing and hearing 
by the Word of Christ.” 


Since the Gospel is the Gospel of Christ it 
concerns His Person and His glory. As to His 
flesh He was the seed of David, that is, the 
Messiah, the Christ. But He was primarily 
God’s own Son, yes God over all blessed forever 
more and was declared to be such in that mighty 
act of power which raised Him from the 
dead according to the Spirit of Holiness. 
1.3-4,8.3,5.8,9.5. 


Romans is in line with the celebrated sum- 
mary of the Gospel given in First Corinthians 
fifteen three, -thus, Christ was delivered up for 
our trespasses and raised for our justification, 
4.25;6.3 f. The Gospel is that God set forth 
Christ as the propitiatory sacrifice, or the mercy- 
seat where His blood demonstrates that God 
is just even in forgiving sinners, 3.25. We are 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son, 
and justified by His blood. As the Gospel is 
summarized in Romans 3 as Christ’s death, and 
in Romans four as His resurrection, so in 
Romans five twelve to twenty-one it is found 
in His obedience. It is all that Christ was and 
became, all that He did and suffered, His 
obedience and death as our substitute, His res- 
urrection as our representative. Yes, Christ is 
the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one who believes, 10.4. And the pillars of the 
Christian’s hope are: that Christ died, that He 
rose from the dead, that He ascended into 
heaven, and that He there makes intercession 
for us, 8.34. 


The Gospel for Faith 


Thirdly, the Gospel is offered to faith. This 
was brought home to Luther from the fourfold 
emphasis on faith in 1.16-17: “to everyone that 
believes,” “through faith for faith,” “the man 
who is justified by faith.” Yes, God justifies 
the man who believes in Jesus, 3.26, or a man 


is justified by faith apart from works, 3.28, 5.5. 


This faith comes by the preaching of the 
Gospel, 1.15-17,15.13-20, that is, by the hearing 
of the Word which has God for its author and 
Christ for its theme, 10.17. Thus faith rests 
on the Word. Faith lays hold on the promises 
of God, 4.20;15.8f, which center in Christ. 
Thus, the object of faith is God in Christ, 
chapter 5. And our Lord Jesus Christ is also 
the One Who ministers the Gospel to us ac- 
companied by the illumination of the Spirit, 
15.16-19. Faith is the evidence of the power 
of God unto salvation working in us, 1.16. It 
is the first-fruits of the Spirit and the assurance 
that He is present to intercede for us, to sustain ~ 
us through the trials and temptations of this 
life and carry on the work He has begun unto 
the day of Jesus Christ, chapter 8. Faith is 
the flag of the eternal in the arena of time. 
Faith is the life of the new age, 12.2, the evi- 
dence of the reign of grace or of Christ, 5.21. 
Faith opens the way to God. It brings peace 
with Him, and steadfastness in trials, chapters 
5 and 8. Faith shows that God is for us and 
makes us certain that nothing shall separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, 8.34-39. 


This third section deals with the means of 
salvation. God works faith in us by means of 
the Word or the promises accompanied by the 
power of the Spirit. Accordingly, we are saved 
by means of the Word, or by-means of faith 
that rests on the Word, or by means of the 
Spirit who uses the Word to work faith in us. 
Ch. 15:13-19. —Wnm. C. R. 


The Providences of God 


In experiencing the providences of God the 
Christian is brought face to face with some 
of the most profound mysteries of life and 
also with circumstances calculated to bring him 
to his knees with the exclamation, “My Lord 
and my God.” ) 


Only too often the world around us im- 
presses itself upon us and we fail to sense 
that the One Who created this world is not 
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only waiting in the shadows for those with 
spiritual perception to receive Him but that 
it is He Who is exercising guidance and care 
in the affairs of His own. 


There is hardly a greater heresy today than 
that God has created man, endowed him with 
certain capacities and then left him to run 
his course, so far as the details of life are 
concerned, without the companionship or help 
of his Creator. 


Paul, a post-graduate in the vicissitudes of 
life, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, tri- 
umphantly affirms: “And we know that all 
things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according 
to his purpose.’ ‘This is illustrated in the 
experience of the children of Israel, soon after 
their departure from Egypt. The Egyptians, 
anxious to retrieve these people who had been 
serving them for generations, set out in hot 
pursuit. But, they reckoned without God. It 
~was God Who had given the Children of Israel 
the pillar of cloud and of fire to lead by day 
and night. Now it was God who removed this 
pillar and placed it between His chosen people 
and their enemies. 


Here we see not only the providence of God; 
we also see how that an identical circumstance 
can have the paradoxical effect of being a 
blessing to some and a hindrance to others. 
We are told: “And it was a cloud and darkness 
to them, (The Egyptians), but it gave light by 
night to these, (The children of Israel). 


In the Bible there are at least five hundred 
verses that deal in one way or the other with 
the providences of God. From these there are 
so many lessons we Christians should learn. 
We will mention but three: 


First of all, they are planned. God does not 
leave his children to the whims of circumstance. 
There is no such thing as “luck,” nor do things 
just “happen.” God permits testings and trials 
to come. He may send unusual blessings and 
affluence. But, in all of these things He is 
working out His holy purposes in our lives and 
all of these are planned for our eternal good. 


Secondly, God’s providences are personal. To 
picture God as impersonal is to deny His lov- 
ing concern for His creatures. It is this per- 
sonal relationship which comes as a gift be- 
cause of faith in His Son and which makes it 
possible to turn to Him for any and every 
problem. God gives us no idle promise when 
He says: “Jn all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths.” 


Finally, God’s providences are perfect. There 
is no greater comfort than to know that God 
makes no mistakes. He may discipline us, or 
in His wisdom He may permit any contingency 
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of life to try us, but in it all He has a perfect 
plan designed for our good. 


Our Christian faith brings us into a rela- 
tionship to Christ which makes it possible for 
us to see His works of providence, although 
we may fail at times to recognize them as such. 
It is at this point that we need not only to 
exercise faith but also to praise Him for His 
personal concern with our daily lives. 


Our Larger Catechism describes God’s works 
of providence in these words: “God’s works of 
providence are his most holy, wise and power- 
ful, preserving and governing all his creatures, 
ordering them, and all their actions, to his 
own glory.” 


Paul, writing to the Romans, gives us the 
key to this experiencing of God’s overruling 
providence: - “Nay, in all these things we are 


more than conquerors through him that loved 
us.” N. B. 


“Forgiving” Could Be Condoning 


One of the clearest and most respected voices 
in Congress, and in America, is that of Con- 
gressman Walter Judd of Minnesota. Because 
of his fearless denunciation of Communism, 
and particularly of the Chinese Communists, 
he has come under the bitter fire of those who 
have been and are insistently working for the 
recognition of Red China and her admission 
to the United Nations. 


The Christian Century reports that, speaking 
before the Presbyterian, U.S.A., General As- 


sembly in Los Angeles, Dr. Eugene Carson 


Blake, Stated Clerk of the Northern Church 
and concurrently President of the National 
Council of Churches, acknowledged later that 
he was referring to Dr. Judd when he said: “A 
former medical missionary now in Congress 
insists that any attempt to talk to the Chinese 
Communists is a betrayal of those whom the 
Chinese have martyred.” He added: “ (Judd’s) 
tendency to inflame the emotions by recalling 
Communist atrocities, which are of course rep- 
rehensible, . . . contrasts unfavorably with what 
ought to be the Christian attitude of readiness 
to forgive and love one’s enemies.” 


We most seriously question whether it is 
the “Christian attitude” to ignore atrocities of 
the past, and, atrocities of the present, atroci- 
ties for which there is no sorrow and which 
are still a part of the established policy of a 
regime. 


Those martyrs who are dead are now in 
glory but the living martyrs—those men and 
women who find themselves imprisoned, or 
discriminated against, or living in fear for their 
faith because of this same regime, are the ones 
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“Quickened” : 


for whom Christians should be praying and 
working. 


We can imagine no greater blow to their 
courage and hope than for them to discover 
that in America the “Christian attitude” is to 
ignore that which has taken place in the past 
and which continues in the present and to 
receive this regime in Christian “love” and 
‘‘forgiveness.”’ 


It is one thing to love and forgive our 
enemies. That is Christian and it should be 
both the attitude and the practice of each 
Christian. But, it is utterly un-Christian to 
take to our bosoms and into our international 
councils those who are the known and _prac- 
ticing enemies of God. 


With Dr. Walter Judd we would affirm for 
all to hear that such an attitude is a betrayal, 
not only of the Christians of China, but of 
the principles of Christianity itself.—L. N. B. 


THOUGHTS FROM PSALM 119 
Fifth Division : HE : Verses 33-40. 


Key-Phrase: “Quicken me”: Verse 37 and 40. 


The word, “quicken” means to “make alive”. 
In Ephesians 2:1 Paul says, “And you hath he 
quickened who were dead in trespasses and 
sins’’, 

One vital difference between the Unitarian 
and the Evangelical is here: The Unitarian 
believes that man is only a bit sick; the Evan- 
gelical believes he is sick unto death; “dead 
in trespasses and sins’. The one thinks that 
man can save himself; the other, that God has 
to “quicken”; make alive. We believe that a 
man must be “Born again”, Regenerated by 
the Spirit of God. 


In John 5:24-29: “The dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear 
Shall live.” 


In Romans 10:8-17: “So then faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 


In Hebrews 4:12-13: “For the word of God 
is quick and powerful,” “Living and active.” 


In Ezekiel 37:1-14: The “Dry Bones” were 
made alive by the Word of God, and the Spirit 
of God. 


There are two ways in which men are 
The Word of God, and The 
Spirit of God. 


I. The Word of God: “Preach the Word,” 


says Paul. “The Gospel is the power of God 


unto salvation.” ‘“O, earth, earth, earth, Hear 
the word of the Lord”; “They that hear shall 
live’: “Listen and Live”’! 
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II. The Spirit of God. The dry bones in 
the vision did not have full life until the prophet 
called for the “Wind,” the Spirit, to come. Here 
is God’s simple, but effective, plan for making 
dead people live. It is by this “Foolishness of 
preaching” that men are saved. Let us not 
try some new plan, but follow the plan laid 
down for us in His Holy Word. 


ANGLERS 
(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 120 
“POWER, LOVE and A SOUND MIND” 


God’s Word has a wonderful way of penetrat- 
ing from many angles. It is one of the evidences 
of inspiration. A verse you may have heard and 
read all your life suddenly comes with new 
meaning. Sometimes it flashes in upon you from 
an unexpected direction. Here is an instance 
where just this year an old and well known 
truth sparked its way through the ether across 
the ocean with fresh meaning to the heart of 


a nonagenarian—one of the outstanding min- 


isters of the Southern Presbyterian Church, or- 
dained sixty-one years ago; to one who knows 
his Bible through and through and has preached 
the Gospel with love and with power to at 
least three generations. Let him tell it. 


“A few Sundays ago I was listening on radio 
to Billy Graham speaking in Scotland. 


“In the meeting some young people were 
testifying to the power of Christ in their lives. 
One young woman said that her life had been 
very unhappy and that she had felt a great 
spiritual need, but that after she surrendered 
her life to Christ she had such a wonderful 
satisfaction—that her doubts and fears and 
troubles had been removed and she had great 
peace and joy. Then she quoted II Tim. 1:7. 
‘God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but 
of power, and of love and of a sound mind.’ 


“That verse was just what I needed. I wanted 
the peace and power of a sound mind. God 
has it to give to all who commit their ways 
and lives to Him. I swallowed that promise and 
went on my way visiting in the hospital, and 
as I went, I gave that medicine to several others. 
They took it. It does the work and I keep giving 
it to the many I meet. 

“This unknown Scotch girl’s testimony 
strengthened me on my rounds. Over the ocean 
came her sweet voice declaring the power of 
Christ in her life. And it rejoiced my soul 
and the souls of others. I wish she knew what 
her testimony did. 

“We do not know what influence our testi- 
mony will have. Let us testify whenever there 
is opportunity to the power of Christ to deliver 
us from sin and darkness into the Kingdom of 
God’s dear Son.” 


PAGE 5 


h 
S ; 
(3 
| 
| 
a 


Helps To Understanding 
The Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, August 14, Philippians 2:5-11. 

How would the Christian community be 
characterized if it followed the concepts of vv. 
5-11? How would this ideal condition contrast 
with the present situation in your own local 
church? Observe the depth of the humility of 
Christ. He who was fully God became fully 
man (vv. 5-7); as a human being He humbled 
Himself before God and was obedient even to 
death (v.8); His obedience unto death was the 
excruciating death on the cross (v.8). If Christ 
has humbled Himself this much for me, how 
should this characterize my attitude toward the 
brethren? What is God’s attitude toward the 
quality of humility (vv. 9-11)? Is this quality 
a dominant characteristic of your life? 


Monday, August 15, Luke 10:25-28; I John 
3:16-18; 4:20-21. 

Notice that the answer the lawyer gave Jesus 
in Luke 10:27 was from the Old Testament 
Law (10:26). In I John 4:20-21 what is the test 
of one’s love for God? How is the command- 
ment received from Jesus in 4:21 in harmony 
with the quotations from the Old Testament 
Law in Luke 10:27? Is Jesus’ concept of love, 
then, something the Jews have heard before? 
What evidence do we have that Jesus loves us 
(I John 3:16)? Did He set the example of 
what I John 3:17-18 teaches? What concrete 
evidence is there that you love those about 
you? That you love God? , 


Tuesday, August 16, Colossians 2:6-7; 3:1-3. 


Our churches are plagued with people who 
do not take these verses seriously. What does 
Paul expect of a Christian after he has accepted 
Christ as Savior (2:6-7)? Is your Christian ex- 
perience more vital now than it was at the 
time of your conversion? Are you conscious in 
your Christian experience of a daily walk with 
Christ (2:6;3:1), or is your mind entirely on 
the things of this world (3:2)? Are you really 
interested in putting to death the characteristics 
of 3:5? Do you desire the qualities of 3:12? 
The Christian walk should be a delightful, vital 
fellowship with Christ Himself; the new quali- 
ties of 3:12 should replace the old of 3:5. 


Wednesday, August 17: Matthew 16:24-27. 


In v.21 Jesus began to teach His disciples 
that we must be crucified. What price did He 
begin to put on discipleship (v.24)? Is Jesus 
asking His disciples to do anything He did not 
exemplify? How do you explain the paradox 
of v.25? Are the gem ps of v.26 logical? Read 
Romans 6:5-11. Notice the basic principle that 
Christian growth means a dying to sin and self 
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and a living unto and for Christ. Are you 
willing to die to self? Is the Lord Jesus your 
all-consuming purpose in life? What motiva- 
tion does Jesus present in v.27 for genuine 
discipleship? Do you live in the light of the 
truth of v.27? 


Thursday, August 18, Psalm 27:1-3. 


Read the entire Psalm aloud to yourself to 
discover the “confidence” the Psalmist has in 
the Lord. What is the Psalmist’s present situa- 
tion (v.9,10,12)? Yet, what is his confidence 
(v.3,5,6,10,13) ? How adequate is the Lord for 
his needs (note the verses just read)? When 
in trouble, adversity, or discouragement are 
you prone to “throw in the towel” or have 
you found this confidence in God? What is 
the basic attitude of the Psalmist to the Lord 
(v.4,8) ? What is yours? What does God mean 
to him personally (v.1)? Verse 14 together with 
v.8 probably provide the secret to the Psalmist’s 
life. Do you spend time daily in private prayer, 
waiting upon the Lord and seeking His face? 


Friday, August 19, I John 3:1-3. 


The thought that God is a heavenly Father 
was completely foreign to the heathen mind 
(v.1). Ephesians 1:7-14 states some ofthe ad- 
vantages that come from being children of God. 
What reason is stated for the world’s not un- 
derstanding nor comprehending the Christian 
group (v.1)? When a non-Christian wants to 
argue about your faith do you argue, or point 
him to Christ? What two things can the Chris- 
tian hope for when Christ returns? Do you 
long to see Him? To be like Him! How then 
can one live a holier life by looking for the 
return of Christ (v.3)? Are you ready if He 
returns soon? 


Saturday, August 20, John 3:13-17. 

Jesus is concluding His interview with Nico- 
demus (v.1-3). What statement does Jesus make 
about Himself, in v.13? Look up Numbers 21:9 
for what the Jews had to do to be saved from 
the serpents (v.14). What comparison does 
Christ make to Himself and the serpent inci- 
dent in Numbers (v.14-15)? What results from 
believing in Christ (v.15-16)? Observe that be- 
lieving in Christ includes a turning from sin 
to Christ who is the Light (v.18-19). What 
reason is given for people not turning to Him 
(v.19)? Are there sins I am unwilling to turn 
from? Who is to be held responsible for his 
eternal destiny (v.18)? Am I willing to be re- 
sponsible for the decisions I make concerning 
Christ? 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 21 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Hope For The Exiles 


Background Scripture: Isaiah 55; Jeremiah 31 and 50; Ezekiel 36. 


Devotional Reading: Jeremiah 33 214-22. 


Hope is a great word in the Bible, and in the experience of God’s people. It is like an anchor 
of the soul, sure and steadfast, and all of us feel at times the need of an anchor. One picture 
of a godless man is that of one who is “without hope, and without God.” Hope is like the beautiful 
rainbow after the storm. We see it in the sky right after the Flood, and hear the promise of God 
in connection with “His bow.” We see it again “around the throne” in the Book of Revelation, 


after the conflicts and storms so graphically and 
symbolically portrayed in that Book. 

We have to be on our guard against false 
hopes. They are like a mirage in the desert, 
and make the heart sick, for they fade away as 
we approach them. Some of the Jews in exile 
had false hopes which were encouraged by their 
false prophets. They were told by some that 
the captivity would be for a short time and that 


- they would soon be back home again. Jeremiah 


had to tell them that they would be there for 
seventy years, and they should “settle down” 
and make temporary homes in the land of their 
captivity. 

But they were not left without a definite 
hope and promise. The true prophets also 
told them that they would eventually return 
to their own land. It is about this hope that 
we study today. It is beautifully stated in our 
Devotional Reading, (Jeremiah 33:14-22) Let 
me quote a few of these encouraging verses: 
“Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will perform that good thing which I have 
bese unto the house of Israel and to the 

ouse of Judah. In those days, and at that time, 
will I cause the Branch of righteousness to 
grow up unto David; and he shall execute 
judgment and righteousness in the land. In 
those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem 
shall dwell safely: and this is the name where- 
with she shall be called, the Lord our righteous- 
ness.” . . . Thus saith the Lord; If ye can break 
my covenant of the day, and my covenant of 
the night, and that there should not be day 
and night in their season; Then may also 
my covenant be broken with David my servant,” 
etc. 

I wish to look at some of the varied aspects 
of this Hope: 

I. The Hope of Return to their own Land: 
Jeremiah 31:1-30; Ezekiel 36. 

This chapter (Jer. 31) is called in the head- 
ing, The Restoration of Israel. It goes further 
than this and looks to the Kingdom of Christ, 
but we will consider it only as related to the 
Return to their land. It is best described by 
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quoting some of the verses: “I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love: therefore with loving 
kindness have I drawn thee.” Here we have 
the underlying reason for their return; God’s 
everlasting love. This is also the reagon for 
our salvation: “God so loved the wor 
deserved to die in our sins, but God, 
mercy saved us by grace. Judah and Israel 
deserved to die, but God, rich in mercy, f 
the great love wherewith He loved them, a 
loved us, did not leave them, or us, to 
“Behold, I will bring them from the 
country, and gather them from the c 
the earth: . . . a great company will return.” 
It was not to be a small thing. So with our 
redemption; A great multitude whom no man 
can number will be about the throne, saved by 
His blood. “For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, 
and ransomed him from the hand of him that 
was stronger than he.” Here, again, we have 
our salvation beautifully illustrated; Christ 
has redeemed us and ransomed us from the 
hand of Satan, who is stronger than we. “And 
there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that 
thy children shall come again to their own 
border.” “So will I watch over them, to build, 
and to plant, saith the Lord.” He will not 
leave them without His protecting care. Our 
Savior promises the same care; “Lo, I am with 
you alway, even to the end of the world.” 

As we have seen, the return of Israel from 
exile is a good illustration of our own experi- 
ences. We were aliens from the commonwealth 
of God, strangers, and without hope, but God 
called us to return, and be made free. He has 
graciously taken us into the family, and we 
are heirs of the promise, and have a rich inheri- 
tance with all the saints in glory. 


II. The Hope of Judgment upon Babylon: 
Jeremiah 50. | 

It was hard for God’s people, even the 
prophets themselves, (see Habakkuk), to un- 
derstand how and why God could use such 
a wicked nation as Babylon to overrun and over- 
throw His own people. In this chapter we 
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have a vivid and detailed prophecy concerning 
the severe judgment which will befall that 
proud nation. Indeed, “Babylon” is a name 
much used in Scripture, both in its historical 
and symbolic implication as the kingdom of 
Satan. (See Revelation for the fearful descrip- 
tion of the overthrow of Babylon, 17:5), 
“Mystery, Babylon the Great, the mother of 
harlots and abominations of the earth,” etc. 
In this chapter from Jeremiah we are, of 
course, dealing with Historic Babylon. Notice 
some of the expressions used: “Declare ye 
among the nations . . . :say, Babylon is taken.” 
“I will raise and cause to come up against 
Babylon an assembly of great nations from the 


North country.” “Because of the wrath of the 


Lord it shall not be inhabited, but it shall 
be wholly desolate: every one that goeth by 
Babylon shall be astonished, and hiss at all 
her plagues.” “I will punish the king of Baby- 
lon and his land, as I have punished the king 
of Assyria: “‘How is Babylon become a deso- 
lation among the nations!’” Then, in verse 39 
and 40 he describes this desolation: ‘“There- 
fore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild 
beasts of the islands shall dwell there, and 
the owls shall dwell therein; and it shall be 
no more inhabited forever; neither shall it 
be dwelt in from generation to generation. As 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
neighbor cities thereof, said the Lord : so shall 
no man abide there, neither shall any son of 
man dwell therein.’’” History has verified every 
word of this awful prophecy concerning the 
destruction of this city. The judgment that 
fell upon that wicked city and nation is far 
worse than the punishment meted out to Judah. 
The Jews have been wonderfully preserved all 
these centuries. 


Ill. The Hope of a New Covenant and a New 
Heart: Jeremiah 31:31.40 Ezekiel 36:25-26. 


God goes further than mere restoration to 
their own land; He promises that this time 
of exile will result in a spiritual restoration 
and revival; an inner change of heart, as well 
as outward prosperity. It is expressed in beau- 
tiful and colorful language: “Then will I sprin- 
kle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean: from all your filthiness, and all your 
idols, will I cleanse you.” (The Jews seem to 
have been entirely cured of the sin of idolatry 
by their captivity. Some of them may have 
returned to idol worship; some did marry 
heathen wives; but in Jesus’ time, while there 
was sin in many forms, such as hypocrisy and 
unbelief, there does not appear to be any sort 
of Baal-worship and other forms of rank idol- 
atry). “A new heart also will I give you, and 
a new spirit will I put within you: and I will 
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and I will give you a heart of flesh.” 
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Turning now from Ezekiel to Jeremiah 31 
we read some of the expressions used by that 
prophet. “Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah: not according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers in the day that I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt . .. this shall be the covenant 
that I will make ... I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts 

. for I will forgive their iniquity, and I 
will remember their sin no more.” He then sol- 
emnly promises to carry out the words which 
He has spoken. These gracious words speak of 
blessings far better than any earthly restoration 
to their native land. They are more fully ful- 
filled in our dispensation of gospel privilege 
and opportunity—the work of the Spirit of God. 


I feel that they go on to the New Covenant 
of which Jesus speaks when He said to His 
disciples; ‘““This is the blood of the New Cove- 
nant.”” It is a far greater blessing to have our 
spiritual life revived than to have some ma- 
terial benefits bestowed upon us. 


IV. Hope for ALL: Isaiah 55. 


This beautiful and familiar chapter begins 
with the gracious invitation: “Ho, everyone 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price. The blessings of the New 
Covenant are promised to all people: “Be- 
hold, I have given him for a witness to the 
people, a leader and commander to the people. 
Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou 
knowest not, and nations that knew not thee 
shall run unto thee because of the Lord thy 
God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for. he 
hath glorified thee.” Jesus said in John 17, “I 
have glorified Thee.” He is our Hope! 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 21 


Why 


Hymn: “God, Who Touchest Earth With 
Beauty” 

Prayer 

Scripture: I Corinthians 3:9-17. 

Hymn: “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me” 

Offering 

Hymn: “I Would Be True” 


NOTE TO PROGRAM LEADER: 

Sometimes a program of this nature is em- 
barrassing to the young people who have to 
present it. For this reason, it may be wise to 
invite some adult (your minister, a doctor, or 
a Sunday School teacher who understands young 
people and their problems) to speak to you 
on the subject of petting. You know how your 
group responds, so use your own judgment in 
preparing for this program. 

PROGRAM LEADER: 

Young people are often tempted to shy away 
from a discussion of the subject of petting. The 
very fact that we find it embarrassing to talk 
about may well indicate that it should be 
openly discussed. Petting may be no problem 
to you, but there is surely some young person 
you know for whom it is a problem. For his 
sake as well as your own, you ought to know 
something about it, and your knowledge ought 
to come from a Christian point of view. 


Different people seem to have differing ideas 
about what petting really is. We shall not 
try to pin down any specific definition, but 
simply recognize that it is some degree of physi- 
cal contact between persons of opposite sexes. 
It sounds very scientific when we describe it in 
that way, but we know that those who practice 
petting think of it as an emotional rather than 
a scientific experience. 


The topic for this program is stated as a 
question, “Why Pet?”. That question is not 
too hard to answer. God has so made us that 
we desire the companionship of persons of the 
opposite sex. Physical contact is a normal de- 
sire, and petting is an attempt to gratify that 
desire. All of us know that there is far more 
to the subject than this. Our God-given nature 
produces many desires, but God gives us to 
know very definitely that these desires must 
be kept within certain limits for our own good 
and for His glory. In this program we want 
to look into some of the matters that a Chris- 
tian must consider with regard to petting. 


FirsT SPEAKER: 
Some young people will say, “Petting is an 
accepted practice in my crowd, and if I don’t 
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Pet ? 


go along with the crowd, I won’t be popular.” 
This may be true, but there is another way 
to look at it. There is abroad in our land 
another very fine bunch of young people with 
whom you will not be very popular if you DO 
engage in petting. You may think you are limit- 
ing your circle of friends if you do not pet, 
but you are also limiting it if you do pet. It 
is to be hoped that all of us have taken our 
stand with those young people who show their 
respect for the personalities and bodies of each 
other by refusing to seek temporary satisfaction 
from petting. If you have placed yourself in 
their number, you will be increasingly glad 
through the years that you did so. If you have 
not, the time is sure to come when you will 
wish you had. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Even the person who is most liberal in his 
ideas about petting will say that there must 
be some definite limits. It is far more difficult 
to establish those limits and keep within them. 
What seems like a very harmless physical con- 
tact will be very exciting at first, but after 
a while it seems very tame and there is the 
temptation to go one step farther. It has been 
the sad experience of some that petting is a 
progressive thing. ‘Through this step-by-step 
process many well-meaning young people have 
become involved in sorrowful situations which 
they would never have dreamed of at the be- 
ginning of their petting experience. Every 
young person ought to realize that petting is 


_a dangerous thing to experiment with. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

There is a time and a place for every good 
thing, and marriage is the time and the place 
for sharing one’s life fully with some other 
person. When that time comes, every Christian 
will want to have a life that is whole and pure 
to share with his partner. Those who have 
refrained from petting will be glad, and those 
who have petted freely will wish that they could 
call back some of the things they have done. 


_ Everybody knows that once a thing is done 


it cannot be called back. The time to think 
about that is before it is done. It is easy for 
a young person to think about his present flame 
as the “‘one and only,” but our own experience 
and the experience of our friends tells us that 
we are likely to have several ‘flames’ before 
we find the one person with whom we will 
spend the rest of our lives. It is a wise and 
happy young person who keeps himself/herself 
whole and pure for that very special someone 
in the future. 
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FOURTH SPEAKER: 

One consideration that makes all of us a 
little uneasy about petting is that we cannot 
comfortably engage in it in the presence of 
certain sang We would be terribly embar- 
rassed if our parents or the minister caught 
us in the middle of a kiss. It is, however, not 
too hard to avoid these people. 


There are two people whom we cannot avoid. 
The first is yourself. Everything you do is 
known to you. You have to live with it. Most 
of us will have to admit that there are at least 
some of our memories which do not make 
very pleasant companions. In your dealings with 
other young people when you are tempted to 
seek some temporary satisfaction through pet- 
ting, remember that you will have to live with 
that memory for a long time. We are often 
tempted to live for a moment, but that mo- 
ment can stretch out into a lifetime when it is 
indelibly printed in your memory. 


The other person you cannot avoid is the 
Christ who lives in you, if you are a Christian. 
In so many of the things we say and do we 
have to forget that Christ is with us before we 
can bring ourselves to do them. But Christ 
does not leave us simply because we ignore 
Him. He is not only in us, He owns us. (Read 
I Cor. 6:19,20) If you engage in petting, it 
is His body which you are using in that way. 
Do you really think He approves? You would 
not want the minister to know about your 
petting. Christ knows whether you want Him 
to or not, and it is His dwelling place which 
you are taking for your petting. 


Young people frequently ask how they can 
meet and overcome the temptations which face 
them in society: to drink, to pet, etc. One of 
the most helpful ways is to remember that their 
bodies belong to Christ and that He is always 
with them and in them. 


Church 


News 


NOTICE 


Date for Meeting of General Assembly. 


Although the minutes of the General Assem- 
bly for 1955 give the correct date for the 1956 
meeting, attention is called to the fact that the 
Moderator directed that the date be changed 
from May 24th, as announced at time of ad- 
journment, to May 3lst. Therefore, this an- 
nouncement is being made so that those who 
noted May 24th as the date may correct any 
record that may have been made of the earlier 
date. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 


Pastor’s Heresy Trial 
Opens in Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, July 27 — The heresy trial of a 
young pastor—first in the 60-year history of the 
United Lutheran Church’s northwest synod— 
opened today in close secrecy before a trial board 
of seven other pastors.. 


No word of the proceedings against 31-year- 
old Rev. George Crist, Jr., will be announced 
during the scheduled two days of hearings. The 
board’s findings on each of 14 counts of devia- 
tion from Lutheran doctrine, will go to the 
1956 synodical convention in Milwaukee for 
action before verdict and possible punishment 
is made public. 


The punishment, upon a finding of guilty, 
could range from a simple rebuke to ouster from 
the ministry. 
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Pastor Crist, for six years minister to the 
Bethlehem Church in the nearby Waukesha 
County village of Durham, said before the trial 
that he would not deny the substance of the 
charges made against him, but would try to 
show that his beliefs formed ‘‘a permissible point 
of view in the Lutheran church.” 


Pastor Crist is accused of “adulterating the 
word of God” and mixing his own “opinions 
and surmises’”’ with Scripture. He declared be- 
fore the trial that a literal interpretation of 
Scripture and a belief in traditional dogma such 
as the Virgin birth and physical resurrection of 
Jesus is not vital to the Christian faith. 


Pastor Found Guilty of 9 Deviations 


Milwaukee, July 28 — A young Lutheran 
minister accused of heresy by his synod was 
found guilty today on nine counts of deviating 
from church doctrine by a trial board of seven 
other pastors which recommended he be sus- 
pended from the ministry. 


The findings, against the Rev. George P. 
Crist, Jr., 31, were returned by the trial board 
of the Northwest Synod, United Lutheran 
Church after three hours of deliberation. Rev. 
Crist faced 14 charges in the trial action which 
was recommended by a five-member fact-finding 
committee that investigated his case in June. 


The trial board, which heard the charges 
against Rev. Crist in two days of hearings, rec- 
ommended to the synod president that he be 
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suspended. The board further stated that if the 
recommendation is followed that Pastor Crist 
and his family be given adequate financial sup- 
port by the synod until final disposition of the 
case at the synod’s annual convention in Mil- 
waukee next year. 


Presbytery Plans Center 


Meeting at Crossnore recently, Holston Pres- 
bytery approved a campaign to raise $150,000 
to develop a Presbytery conference center at 
Banner Elk. 


The site is a 36-acre tract south of Wildcat 
Lake to be leased to the Presbytery by the 
Edgar Tufts Memorial Association which oper- 
ates Grace Hospital, Grandfather Orphanage 
and Lees-McRae College at Banner Elk. 


Action on the campaign to raise funds fol- 
lowed a report of the Christian Education Com- 
mittee of the Presbytery. The drive is to begin 
in September and continue through March. 


REV. E. G. SHEPPARD INSTALLED 


Gadsen, Ala. — Installation services for the 
Rev. Emmett G. Sheppard, recently ordained by 
the North Alabama Presbytery, were held at 
the North Gadsden and Rainbow Presbyterian 
churches on July 24th. 


Morning services were held at Rainbow and 
were presided over by Dr. T. A. Painter, pastor 
of the East Gadsden church. Dr. Painter 
preached the sermon from Acts 20, propounded 


_ the constitutional questions and pronounced 


the establishment of the pastoral relationship. 


The charge to the pastor and the installation 
prayer were made by Dr. James C. Wool, home 
missionary secretary of the North Alabama 
Presbytery. 


Ruling Elder William Dortch of the First 
Presbyterian church gave the charge to the pas- 
tor. He and Ruling Elder M. E. Pentecost of the 
Rainbow church led in prayer. 


The evening services at the North Gadsden 
church were presided over by Dr. Wool, who 
also was commission chairman. He also pro- 
nounced the establishment of pastoral rela- 
tionship. 


The sermon was preached by the Rev. Ivan 
H. Trusler of the First Presbyterian church 
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from Rev. 19. He also delivered the installation 
prayer. 


The Rev. B. Blake Breitenhirt, Jr., of Al- 
bertville propounded the constitutional ques- 
tions and charged the pastor, and Ruling Elder 
Howard Garrison of the North Gadsden church 
propounded the questions to the congregation, 
which was charged by Dr. Dortch. 


Mr. Pentecost served as clerk of the commis- 
sion, and Ruling Elder Richard Cornelius of 
the North Gadsden church adjourned the com- 
mission meeting with prayer 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Maxton, N. C. — The summer renovation 
program at Presbyterian Junior College is mov- 
ing along, with the painting of the library com- 
pleted, the remodeling of the president’s office 
well under way, and the re-roofing of the gym- 
nasium ready to begin. Other projects are sched- 
uled before classes begin on September 5. 


A radio program on educational subjects, 
called QUIET TALKS WITH YOUNG PEO- 
PLE, is being conducted by Presbyterian Junior 
College. At the present time the program is 
being carried by stations: W.E.W.O. Laurin- 
burg; W.F.M.O. Fairmont; W.E.N.C. White- 
ville; W.C.K.B. Dunn; and others are expected 
to begin shortly. For the past two summers the 
Radio Work Shop of Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege has conducted this educational program as 
a public service. In addition the college has 
a weekly program on station W.E.W.O. each 
Sunday at 12:00 o’clock called Presbyterian 
Junior College Time. 


Rabun Gap—Nacoochee 


During June and July the facilities of the 
Rabun Gap - Nacoochee School have been used 
by both Athens and Cherokee Presbyteries for 
their summer conferences. Athens’ Pioneers and 
Cherokee’s Pioneers and Seniors were larger this 
year than ever before. More than one hundred 
young people and counsellors were enrolled in 


each of these groups. 


Athens Pioneer Camp was under the direction 
of Rev. Matt McGowan with Rev. Phil 
Esty as assistant. Rev. Cook Freeman was 
in charge of Athens Senior group. with 
Rev. Jerry Otwell acting as his business man- 
ager. The Cherokee Seniors were under the 
direction of Rev. George Long, Jr., with 
Rev. Clyde Plexico assisting as business 
manager. Rev. David Boozer was the leader of 
the Cherokee Pioneers. Each of these leaders 
were ably assisted by fine Christian men and 
women who gave generously of their time and 
of themselves to make these conferences worth- 
while experiences to those who attended. 
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Montgomery Presbytery 


On July 26, 1955, the Montgomery Presby- 
tery met in its 237th Stated Meeting in the 
Christiansburg Presbyterian Church of Chris- 
tiansburg, Virginia. There were present 41 
ministers and 43 Ruling Elders. Mr. Everett 
L. Repass was elected Moderator and Rev. 
Peter G. Cosby, III, was nominated to be Mod- 
erator of the next Stated Meeting, October 25, 
which is to be held on Tuesday, October 25, 
1955, at 10:00 a.m. Rev. Thos. O. Hall was 
received into the Presbytery from Memphis 
Presbytery and arrangements were made _ for 
him to be installed as the pastor of the churches 
of Indian Valley, State Mountain and Willis. 
Rev. Wm. Jerry Boney was received into our 
Presbytery from Morris and Orange Presbytery 
(U.S.A.). He is to be Minister to Students 
at Virginia Polytechnic Institute for the Blacks- 
burg Presbyterian Church. A commission was 
appointed to organize a church to be known as 
the Woodside Presbyterian Church of Roanoke, 
Virginia. 

E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk 
Montgomery Presbytery 


Women’s Work 


“PRAYER TRYSTS” 


The name appeals to almost everyone. The 
only requirement for membership is the desire 
of an individual, man or woman, for a desig- 
nated time for united prayer. 


9 o'clock in the morning seems to be the 
most popular time. Some of the reasons for 
choosing this hour are . . . the busy wife and 
mother is rushed to get husband off to work 
between 6 and 8 o'clock, the children leave for 
school usually by 8:30, so it is a wonderful time 
to “be quiet” and have a minute to commune 
with God. Florida is made up of many older 
persons who live alone and they like this hour 
as they begin the day to feel that the “Prayer 
Tryst” is made up of many lonely souls in a 
great fellowship, which strengthens and encour- 


ages them to face their particular problems and 


yet endeavor to grow old gracefully. Business 
folks - are required to punch the time-clock - 
as they report for work - so the hour is also a 
time for them to pray - as they endeavor to 
serve the public each day. The shut-ins also 
cooperate in a way, in the “Prayer Tryst,” that 
makes them feel that even though they may be 
on beds of illness - or confined to wheel chairs - 
they can PRAY in this larger fellowship. 


In cooperation with the pastor, many local 
chairmen of spiritual growth list special objec- 
tives for prayer in the church bulletin, news 
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sheets, or at the circle meetings. If emergencies 
arise, and they always do, such as unexpected 
illness, operations, accidents, sorrow in loss of 
loved ones, or a family facing difficulties, a 
friendly message is sent to members of the 
“Prayer Tryst” for special prayer for “so and 
so” on the day or days of their deepest need. 


And may I add that some of the folks are 
so conscientious about keeping the hour of the 
“Tryst” that only in dire emergency will they 
think of making a phone call or visit which 
might interrupt the quiet time as the hour ap- 
proaches the stroke of 9 A. M. 


(Mrs. H. D.) Mabel M. Gress 
Orlando, Fla. 


WHY I GO TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Whether we realize it or not, it is in our 
nature to be restless when we are not in harmony 
with God and His will for our lives. I think 
my inadequacy to cope with life alone has been 
my primary motive in going to Sunday school. 
It takes knowledge of God to walk with Him 
and Sunday school offers us the most intensified 
Bible study in the program of the church. 


As a child I was carried to Sunday school 
as regularly as Sunday morning came. Indeed, 
there was never a thought of doing anything 
else. When I went away to school at the age 
of sixteen, however, I thought “Now I won't 
have to go to Sunday school and I'll do as I 
please.”” It is my testimony that after a few 
months of “doing as I pleased” the discipline 
of years overcame the rebellion in my heart 
and soon I went back to Sunday school of my 
own accord. 


I know my own weakness - that unless my 
study is designated by time and in fellowship 
with other people, the little duties of everyday 
living will crowd out my study and thus my 
knov edge of God and His will for my life. 

— (Mrs. W. S., Jr.) Emma Harper 


BIBLE STUDY 


“Living the Faith” - what an inspiration and 
a challenge! Have you noticed how helpful 
the Sunday school lessons in the Earnest 
Worker are as supplementary study for your 
Circle Bible lessons? 


In your Leader’s Guide there will be many 
suggestions which, if followed, will lead to study 
and participation on the part of the individual 
woman. Remember that the best teacher is not 
the one who has her class spell bound by her 
“beautiful lesson” but the one who leads others 
to study, think, and act. Leading in this way 


_ requires a great deal of preparation and real 


effort, but it stimulates individual Bible study. 
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Will you therefore encourage your teachers to 
experiment with creative methods of teaching? 
(A pamphlet from the Board of Women’s Work, 
New Trends in Bible Study, will be useful.) 


The special Bible study for this year is “Love 
in the New Testament.” Even though many 
churches will have special speakers for this study, 
nothing can take the place of intensive study 
by each woman. If you have never asked your 
own ladies to lead a special study, will you 
not try it this year? Your attendance may be 
very small this first time but the study will 
be a real blessing to the faithful few. And 
they will insist upon repeating it next year. I 
am sure of this because several chairmen have 
already reported such a response. 

— (Mrs. B. D.) Ruth W. Williamson 
Chairman Spiritual Growth 


THANK YOU! 


Now is the time when to say thank you is 
meaningful and good, because it is not a time 
when I only can receive, but rather I have 
experienced accomplishment I have had many 
sharing occasions. To be with you in this coun- 
try has meant a great deal to me, as I have said 
before, it means a real experience of growth. 


It has meant intellectual growth through 
scholastic achievement in a school like the As- 
sembly’s Training School. To be exposed to 
such a great number of books, ideas, teachers 
and students has been a great adventure to me. 
Group discussions, term papers and research 


work have led me to a more systematic way 


of studying and to the discovery of unknown 
realms to me. 


I have also the feeling of being maturer 
socially, because of constant traveling and speak- 
ing to different groups, having contact with 
different age groups and interests. These occa- 
sions gave me the opportunity to know a 
better and learn how to love them for what 
they are, in spite of differences of background 
and way of thinking. 


I would say there has been some spiritual 
growth also, and this I say neither with preten- 
sion nor with false modesty. I have learned 
what it is to have courage to face my true self, 
my faults and my abilities, because of the great 
demands of a new environment. This certainly 
taught me how to rely upon God when things 
seem beyond me, and certainly it has been won- 
derful to realize how He has blessed me through 
you in these past two years. 


More than I can convey in words is your 
friendship, your real interest and zeal for me, 
your love gifts and prayers for me, the com- 
panionship in meetings, conferences, study 
groups and all that I had the privilege to do 
with you, here in America. 
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tet AD P 


To my teachers, I have a tender gratitude for 
what they have meant to me in their teaching 
and living. To the Board of Women’s Work 
and the Board of World Missions I am grateful 
for the special privileges they have granted me. 
To those who had me in their homes and treated 
me like a member of their families I want 
to express my real appreciation. Certainly I 
know our friendship will not cease now and I 
will be looking forward to hear from you and 
write to you about my work in my homeland. 


I hope you continue to bring many others 
to study in ATS that they have the same blessed 
relations I have had with you, and through this 
phase of your work may God confirm the work 
of our hands and renew in us zeal and enthusi- 
asm for His work. —TIrene Furtado Wanderley 


A NEW EDITION OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


A new edition of the New Testament, the 
first of its kind, designed to give both the 
Biblical scholar and the ordinary reader a new 
insight into the life and times of Jesus and 
the Apostles, was published today (Monday, 
June 27) by the American Bible Society. 


Produced by rotogravure in modern “picture 
book” style and titled, “The Good News,” 
it contains 566 photographs, nine maps and 
six diagrams to illustrate and clarify various 
portions of the New Testament text in the light 
of recent archaeological and historical studies. 


The project, described by the Society as “a 
milestone in the printing and distribution of 
the New Testament,” involved over five years 
of planning and research and was the creation 
of Dr. Gilbert Darlington, Society treasurer. 
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Unrest in Bible lands gave urgency to the 
preparation of the volume, Dr. Darlington 
pointed out. “By accident, or through interna- 
tional violence, the treasures of New Testament 
times may be destroyed. “The Good News’ 
will preserve forever a record of inscriptions, 
statues, temples and cities. The pavement where 
Christ stood before Pilate, excavations of the 
palace of Herod Agrippa at Jericho, the Da- 
mascus Wall - places that Jesus, His Disciples 
and Paul saw, are accessible today. ‘The use 
of visual techniques, too, makes Christ’s world 
live for children.” 


To facilitate reading, the text is arranged 
in modern paragraph form without chapter and 
verse markings. Many of the photographs are 
of geographical areas and objects which are 
virtually unchanged since the lifetime of Jesus 
and the Apostles. Twenty-one of the photo- 
graphs were taken from the air while close-ups 
were taken of such items as mosaics, statues, 
manuscripts, wall paintings, glassware, coins 
and similar items. | 


For some photographs, lengthy negotiations, 
sometimes as much as three years, were required. 
One such picture was of the small volcanic 
island of Patmos, where John wrote the Book 
of Revelation, and which required the per- 
mission of the air ministries of the British and 
Greek governments, the Greek Information 
Service, and the U. S. Civil Aeronautics Board. 


The new edition will be sold for two dollars 
postpaid. 


Biblical scholars, ministers and seminary stu- 
dents are expected to find the volume of special 
use because of its valuable source and reference 
materials. Others who may have special uses 
for the Illustrated New Testament are children, 
because of the visual techniques used, and trav- 
elers, because the photographs provide an ex- 
cellent guide for those who wish to visit places 
of Biblical interest. 


To record these historic scenes Dr. Darling- 
ton received expert assistance from Prof. Wil- 
liam F. Albright, Dr. Jack Finegan, Prof. Her- 
bert Bloch, Miss Theresa Goell and many other 
archeologists, historians, photographers. He 
also drew upon information in the Louvre in 
France, dealt with scholars in Athens, Rome 
and Jerusalem. 


The Illustrated New Testament takes the 
reader among the people who lived when Christ 
lived. A Roman Centurion comes to life in 
the text through a photograph of a statue of a 
Centurion taken in a German museum. 


The gospel of John tells of Jesus’ healing the 
man born blind when he directed him, ‘Go, 
wash in the Pool of Siloam.” Opposite this 
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portion of the text, is a recently taken photo- 
graph of the Pool of Siloam. 


Paul’s journeys by ship are given added mean- 
ing by the new picture of Caesarea, Sidon, 
Cyprus, Myra, Clauda, Syracuse, St. Paul’s Bay 
at Malta and by drawings of the kinds of ships 
he sailed on and the kinds of coins he used. 
All these appear on pages of the Book of Acts. 

—From American Bible Society 


— BOOKS — 


THE Book oF JAMEs. Stephen W. Paine. 


- Fleming H. Revell Company. $2.75. 


In this enlightening volume Dr. Paine 
analyzes the teachings of James on works com- 
paring these with the teachings of Paul on faith. 
He sees no conflict between these two. Here 
is an illuminating parallel drawn between 
Jesus’ teachings and those of James. The author 
reminds us that the various sins our Lord re- 
buked are still with us, and the same situations 
that James had to face remain through our day. 
The climax of this exposition is reached in the 


_ treatment of prayer. To have prayer answered 


Dr. Paine asserts the believer must pay the 
price, the total obedience, and a heart filled 
with love for all men. A special value in this 
book is the section that deals with the sins of 
speech and harsh judgments. . 


UNDERSTANDING THE NERVOUS BREAKDOWN. 
C. R. Thayer, New Florence, Pa. Order from 
Author. $.25. 


Here is an excellent booklet by a United 
Presbyterian minister on the subject of utmost 
importance in these days of growing tensions 
and fears and of increasingly high-pressured 
living. Stress is placed upon the importance of 
Christian experience and Christian faith in the 
effecting of’ cures for various personality dis- 
turbances. Every minister ought to have this 
booklet on his desk for reference and study, 
as well as several copies to hand to persons 
in his parish who might profit personally by 
possessing a knowledge of its content. 


THe Lorp oF THE Harrvest. S. Franklin 
Logsdon. Zondervan. $2.00. 


This volume is a soul-penetrating book on 
what the Holy Spirit can and should mean in 
the life of every Christian. Says Dr. Logsdon, 
“There is much power through the Holy Spirit 
to regenerate, giving a new nature; to sanctify, 
giving a new character; to energize, giving new 
fruitfulness; to illuminate, giving new vision.’ 
There is not only challenge here, there is also 
comfort and soul-blessing for Christian readers. 
The reading of this book will make a difference 
in the life of those who browse through its 


pages. 
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THE WHOLE ARMOR OF Gop. Ralph W. 


Sockman. Abingdon Press. $1.00. 


This book consists of seven brief devotional 
messages on Ephesians 6:13-17. Each chapter 
ends with prayer leading to an adventurous 
.Christian life. The volume shows the heroic 
aspects of the Christian faith and how practical 


it is for daily living. Each chapter is rich with . 


vivid illustrations and ever mindful of the fact 
that the Christian must be armed with the 
strength of God. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF ARCHAEOLOGY in BiBLE LANDS. 
Fred H. Wight. Moody Press. $3.95. 


The author believes that the best answers 
to many of the destructive views of Biblical 
critics are to be found in the excavators’ dis- 
coveries in Bible lands. Mr. Wight is a careful 
student always depending on the judgment of 
recognized authorities in archaeology. His book 
is fully documented, and it has in addition a 
Biblical guide to the contents. This book is 
for the student of archaeology and for the 
Christian worker. Well-informed Christians will 
want to own this book. 


Can WE Trust BiBLE History? Albertus 


Pieters. $1.50. 


In clear and non-technical language Dr. 
Pieters answers the questions pertaining to the 
historicity of the Bible. He deals with such 
questions as, Upon what grounds do we base 
our confidence in the essential trustworthiness 
of the Bible, its teachings, and historical rec- 
ord? Are we simply following blindly a tradi- 
tion which, in their youth, was also taught to 
our parents and teachers? Where did the Bible 
come from? How was it transmitted to us? 
Is its teaching particularly about historical mat- 
ers really in harmony with what we can learn 
from other sources? 


There are a few instances where the author 
seems to make unnecessary concessions, but this 
is truly a helpful book, and the Christian reader 
will benefit from these studies. You will be 
convinced that there are really sound grounds 
for faith in the accuracy and trustworthiness 
of the Bible. 


EXPOSITORY OUTLINES ON THE WHOLE BIBLE - 
Four Volumes. Charles Simeon. Zondervan. 
$3.95 per volume. 


Volume 12, Mark - Luke 16; Volume 13, 
Luke 17 - John 12; Volume 14, John 13 - Acts; 
Volume 15, Romans. 


Charles Simeon is recognized as one of the 
sanest of English evangelical divines. He was 
educated at Eton and Cambridge. He gainéd 
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a very remarkable and lasting influence among 


the under-graduates of Cambridge University 


and became a leader among evangelical church- 
men. He was one of the founders of the Church 
Missionary Society. His chief work is a com- 
mentary upon the whole Bible entitled, Horag 
Homileticae. These volumes are a part of this 
great work. They are expository outlines on 
books of the Bible. They are the result of a 
lifetime of consecrated living and thinking on 
Simeon’s part. The expositions in this volume 
will rank along with the best expository works 
of Bishop Ryle or Alexander MacLaren. In 
a day when expository preaching is coming back 
into vogue, the publishers of this series have 
rendered a great service in making them avail- 


able again to Christians who love expository 


preaching at its best. 


POWER OF PRAYER AND THE PRAYER OF POWER. 
R. A. Torrey. Zondervan. $2.50. 


This well-known volume of Dr. Torrey’s is 


still vital and invigorating. It gives sensible 


and Biblical answers to the questions people 
are asking concerning prayer. 


ANSWERED PRAYER ON THE MiISsSION FIELD. 
Basil Miller. Zondervan. $2.00. , 


These thrilling and inspiring stories give 
much comfort and encouragement to Christians. 
They will also serve as effective illustrative 
material for ministers and Sunday School work- 
ers in transmitting the Gospel of missions. 


THE TABERNACLE. M. R. DeHaan. Zon- 


dervan. $2.50. 


Here is an inspiring group of messages on 
the subject of the Old Testament Tabernacle 
closely and faithfully following the teaching of 
the book of Exodus. Within the scope of these 
messages Dr. DeHaan brings to the reader vivid- 
ly and forcefully many wonderful truths pic- 
tured in the symbol of the Tabernacle. Every 
detail of the Tabernacle, according to Dr. 
DeHaan, points to some aspect of the person 
and work of our Saviour. 


So PitcRIM RANG THE BELLs. Richard Ells- 
worth Day. Zondervan. $2.50. 


This is the life story of John Bunyan. It 
is a readable, dramatic biography of the Tinker 
of Bedford. This genius becomes a living breath- 
ing human before the reader’s very eyes. Here 
one can walk with Bunyan in the skilfully 
reconstructed life—written by the man who gave 
the world the unforgettable lives of D. L. 
Moody, Charles H. Spurgeon, and Charles G. 
Finney. Christian people will not be disap- 
pointed in this stirring dramatic biography. 
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